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prays  earnestly  for  a   Spanish   confessor,   as  she
cannot speak .English." l
How false Ferdinand met his " dear children/*
and made with his daughter's husband that hellish
secret compact in the church of Villafafila, that
seemed to renounce everything to Philip whilst
Ferdinand went humbly to his realm of Naples,
and his ill-used daughter Juana to life-long- con-
finement, cannot be told here, nor the sudden
death of Philip the Handsome, which brought
back Ferdinand triumphant. If Juana was sane
before, she certainly became more or less mad after
her husband's death, and moreover was morbidly
devoted to his memory. But what mattered mad-
ness or a widow's devotion to Henry VII. when he
had political objects to serve ? All through the
summer and autumn of 1506 Katharine had been
ill with fever and ague, unhappy at the neglect
and poverty she suffered. Ferdinand threw upon
Castile the duty of paying the rest of her dowry;
the Castilians retorted that Ferdinand ought to pay
it himself: and Katharine, in the depth of despon-
dency, in October 1506 learnt of her brother-in-law
Philip's death. Like magic Henry VII. became
amiable again to his daughter-in-law. He deplored
her illness now, and cordially granted her the change
of residence from Eltham to Fulham that she had
so long prayed for in vain. The reason was soon
evident; for before Juana had completed her
dreary pilgrimage through Spain to Granada with
her husband's dead body, Henry had cajoled Kath-
arine to ask her father for the distraught widow for
his wife. Katharine must have fulfilled the task
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